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Welcome to

Brook's Scroll

If you're historical fiction aficionados, travelers, dreamers, or adventurers, you'll want to

take a look. People in the ancient world communicated in a surprising plethora of ways.

Scrolls were only one format, and in Marcus Antonius's Rome would have been used

specifically by the aristocracy or learned individuals, like scribes, who might even be well-

educated slaves. Sometimes scrolls were used for correspondence, especially in arid, hot

areas like Egypt or Syria. Other uses were for public records or to record official

documents. Though often made of papyrus, scrolls were sometimes made of vellum--

leather--which would last longer in humid regions. 

Brook hopes you'll make yourself at home and read through her scrolls to learn more
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about her work as an author, her research, travels, thoughts, and adventures!"

(Crusader’s Path  146)

Picture an  impressionable  teenager  reading
Ivanhoe by  Sir  Walter  Scott for a  book report
assignment.  Thoughts  o f  Ho l l ywood  b lockbus te rs  such  as  Pr ince  Va l ian t

and  Kn igh ts  o f  the  Round  Tab le  resur face ,  romant i c i z ing  a  v io len t  e ra  where
hero ic  kn igh ts  save  the  day  amid  insurmountab le  odds .
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Crusader Knights
Welcome back to the blog!  This  week,  I 'd  l ike  to  in t roduce  a

specia l  guest ,  author  Mary  Ann  Berna l .  Her  la test  work  takes  p lace  in  the
Middle  Ages.  So  s i t  back ,  turn  your  imaginat ions  on  "h igh" ,  and  le t 's  f ind
out  more  about  Crusader  Knights .

Etienne,  is  that who you are? Why do you haunt  my
thoughts? 
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Visit the library,  choos ing  b iograph ies  o f  h i s to r i ca l  f i gu res  whose  fea ts

o f  dar ing  have  t ranscended  t ime.  E l  C id ,  the  Span ish  kn igh t ,  combat t ing  the
Moors .  K ing  R ichard  I ,  the  L ionhear t ,  j o in ing  the  Th i rd  Crusade .  Edward ,  the
B lack  Pr ince ,  v i c to r ious  a t  Po i t i e rs .  Wi l l i am  Wal lace ,  f i gh t ing  to  f ree  Sco t land
o f  the  Eng l i sh  t y ran t ,  K ing  Edward  I .
 

There are  the legends,  A r tu r ius  and  Lance lo t ,  and  Rob in  Hood ,

la rger  than  l i f e  i cons ,  in  a l l  p robab i l i t y ,  a  compos i te  o f  ac tua l  war r io rs  whose
dar ing  fea ts  were  memor ia l i zed .
 

We must not  forget  the  f i c t iona l  po r t raya l  o f  kn igh t l y  v i r tue .  P r ince

Va l ian t ,  charac te r i zed  on  the  b ig  sc reen ,  was  a lso  a  fea tu red  comic  s t r ip  tha t
was  d is t r ibu ted  week ly  to  Amer ican  newspapers .
 

That was then,  and this is  now.
 

Recently,  the  TV  ser ies ,  Kn igh t fa l l ,  sheds  l i gh t  on  the  deeds  o f  the  Kn igh ts

Templa r ,  the  mos t  recogn izab le  m i l i t a ry  Order  es tab l i shed  dur ing  the  Crusades .
On  the  b ig  sc reen ,  I ronc lad ,  Arn :  The  Kn igh t  Templa r ,  and  the  K ingdom  o f
Heaven  re - es tab l i shed  in te res t  i n  the  Crusades .  In  the  ca rnage  a r i ses
courageous  heroes ,  en t i c ing  a  new  genera t ion  o f  fo l l owers ,  i ncurab le
romant i cs ,  wh ich  i sn ’ t  such  a  bad  th ing .

                                     The Knights Templar

The First  Crusade  resu l ted  in  the  es tab l i shment  o f  the  K ingdom  o f

Jerusa lem and  the  Crusader  S ta tes .  Wi th  the  c i t y  in  Chr i s t ian  con t ro l ,
European  P i lg r ims  f locked  to  the  Ho ly  Land .  The  leng thy  jou rney  was
dangerous ,  wh ich  necess i ta ted  the  fo rmat ion  o f  a  p ro tec t i ve  fo rce ,  ensur ing  the
sa fe ty  o f  Chr i s t ians .
 

In  the early  twelfth century,  a  sma l l  g roup  o f  kn igh ts  es tab l i shed

the  Poor - fe l low  So ld ie rs  o f  Chr i s t  and  the  Temple  o f  So lomon,  be t te r  known  as
the  Kn igh ts  Templa r ,  headquar te red  on  the  Temple  Mount .  A  ho ly  s i te  where
the  F i rs t  Temple  once  s tood .
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The original knights promised to protect  the
pilgrims,  c rea t ing  the  vows  o f  the  Templa r ,  based  upon  Bened ic t ine  ru le ,

l i v ing  an  aus te re  l i f e .  The  kn igh ts  swore  oa ths  o f  obed ience ,  ce l ibacy ,  and
pover ty ,  g i v ing  the i r  wea l th  to  the  Order .  P rayer  was  a  s ign i f i can t  par t  o f  da i l y
l i f e  w i th  devo t ion  to  the  V i rg in  Mary .
 

As the Order grew in size and stature,  they  deve loped  a

f inanc ia l  en te rp r i se ,  l eav ing  a  quar te r  o f  the  war r io r  monks  to  f i gh t .  They
deve loped  the  f i r s t  bank ing  sys tem,  wh ich  made  the  Order  ve ry  power fu l  and
wea l thy .    The  Templa rs  were  a  fea red  f igh t ing  fo rce  fo r  a lmos t  two  hundred
years  be fo re  K ing  Ph i l i p  IV  o f  F rance ,  who  was  in  deb t  to  the  Order ,  had  the
kn igh ts  a r res ted  on  Fr iday ,  the  13 th .  Su f f i ce  i t  to  say  these  b rave  war r io rs
su f fe red  to r tu re  and  dea th ,  be ing  condemned  on  t rumped - up  charges  to  f i l l
Ph i l i p ’ s  co f fe rs  w i th  Templa r  wea l th  and ,  o f  course ,  e l im ina t ing  h is  deb t .

The Hospitallers of Saint John
 

In  the early  eleventh century,  the  Hosp i ta l  o f  Sa in t  John  was

es tab l i shed  in  Je rusa lem.  The  miss ion  was  to  ca re  fo r  the  s i ck ,  poor ,  and
in ju red  P i lg r ims  t rave l ing  to  the  Ho ly  Land .  A f te r  Je rusa lem fe l l  to  the
Chr is t ians  in  1099 ,  the  commun i ty ’ s  work  inc reased ,  more  hosp i ta l s  were
founded .  Even tua l l y ,  the  Order  became known  as  the  Order  o f  Kn igh ts  o f  the
Hosp i ta l  o f  Sa in t  John  o f  Je rusa lem.  The  Hosp i ta l l e rs ,  a l so  known  as  the
Kn igh ts  o f  Ma l ta  o r  the  Order  o f  Sa in t  John ,  became a  Mi l i t a ry  Order .
 

The Knights of Saint Lazarus
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Based in Jerusalem, the  Kn igh ts  o f  Sa in t  Lazarus  was  founded  by

leper  kn igh ts .  Mos t  o f  i t s  members  su f fe red  f rom the  con tag ion .  Anyone  who
had  con t rac ted  the  d isease  w i th in  the  Hosp i ta l l e rs  Order  jo ined  the  Kn igh ts  o f
Sa in t  Lazarus .  The  Lazar i s ts  wore  a  g reen  c ross  upon  the i r  mant le .
 

King Baldwin  IV of Jerusalem was a leper,  who  fough t

a longs ide  the  Kn igh ts  Templa r  aga ins t  Sa lad in  in  the  la te  twe l f th  cen tu ry .

Etienne
 

I  decided against  romanticizing  Etienne’s character
in the story.  Yes,  he  i s  a  b rave  kn igh t ,  sk i l l ed  in  war fa re ,  and  loya l  to  h is

over lo rd .  Bu t  he  i s  a lso  human  w i th  f l aws .  He  has  good  and  bad  t ra i t s  and ,  l i ke
a l l  o f  us ,  s t rugg led  w i th  h is  consc ience  when  tempted .  E t ienne  was  rea l ,  a  ro le
mode l  i f  you  w i l l ,  w i th  a l l  the  f ra i l t i es  o f  the  human  cond i t i on .  You  migh t  agree
or  d isagree  w i th  h is  cho ices ,  bu t  a t  the  end  o f  the  day ,  he  took  respons ib i l i t y
fo r  h i s  ac t ions .  

Pub l i ca t ion  da te :  12 /04 /2020
Pub l i sher :  Wh isper ing  Legends  Press
 
Twi t ter  Handle :  @Br i tonandDane @maryanneyarde
 
Hash tags :  #H is to r i ca lF ic t ion  #Crusaders

 

Crusader's Path  
By  Mary  Ann  Berna l

From  the  sweep ing  h i l l s  o f  A rgences  to  the  por t  c i t y  o f  Co logne  over look ing  the
River  Rh ine ,  E t ienne  and  Av ie l le  f i nd  themse lves  d rawn  by  the  need  fo r
redempt ion  aga ins t  the  backdrop  o f  the  F i rs t  Crusade .
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Amazon.com:www.amazon.com/Crusaders - Pa th - Mary - Ann - Berna l -
ebook /dp /B084F3PGRQ/re f=s r_1_1?
dch i ld=1&keywords=crusader%27s+path&q id=1590367826&sr=8- 1
AmazonUK: h t tps : / /www.amazon.co .uk /Crusaders - Pa th - Mary - Ann -
Berna l /dp /B086Y5JKJY/ re f=s r_1_1 ?
dch i ld=1&keywords=crusader%27s+path&q id=1590367895&sr=8- 1
 

 
 
Connec t  w i th  Mary  Ann :  Webs i te  •  B log  •  Wh isper ing  Legends  Press   •    Tw i t te r  •

Heed ing  the  ca l l  o f  H is  Ho l iness ,  Urban  I I ,  to  f ree  the  Ho ly  Land  f rom the
in f ide l ,  E t ienne  fo l lows  Duke  Rober t  o f  Normandy  ac ross  the  t reacherous
mi les ,  b rav ing  swe l te r ing  hea t  and  snow - covered  mounta in  passes  wh i le  en
rou te  to  the  Byzan t ine  Empi re .

Moved  by  Pe te r  o f  Amiens ’  char i smat i c  rhe to r i c  in  the  s t ree ts  o f  the  Ho ly
Roman  Empi re ,  Av ie l le  jo ins  the  humble  a rmy  o f  p i l g r ims .  Upon  a r r i va l  i n
Mentz ,  the  peasan t  Crusaders  do  the  un th inkab le ,  des t roy ing  the  Jew ish
Commun i ty .  Consumed  w i th  gu i l t ,  Av ie l le  i s  de te rmined  to  d ie  f i gh t ing  fo r
Chr i s t ,  assur ing  her  p lace  in  Heaven .

E t ienne  and  Av ie l le  c ross  pa ths  in  Cons tan t inop le ,  where  they  commisera te
over  pas t  m isdeeds .  A  spark  becomes  a  f l ame,  bu t  when  Av ie l le  con t rac ts
lep rosy ,  E t ienne  makes  a  p romise  to  God,  o f fe r ing  to  take  the  p r ies t  cow l  in
exchange  fo r  r idd ing  Av ie l le  o f  he r  a f f l i c t i on .

Wi l l  E t ienne  be  t rue  to  h is  word  i f  Av ie l le  i s  c leansed  o f  the  con tag ion ,  o r  w i l l
he  r i sk  e te rna l  damnat ion  to  be  w i th  the  woman  he  loves ?

Mary Ann Bernal
 
Mary  Ann  Berna l  a t tended  Mercy  Co l lege ,  Dobbs  Fer ry ,  NY,  where  she  rece ived
a  degree  in  Bus iness  Admin is t ra t ion .  Her  l i t e ra ry  asp i ra t ions  were  u l t ima te ly
rea l i zed  when  the  f i r s t  book  o f  The  Br i ton  and  the  Dane  nove ls  was  pub l i shed
in  2009 .  In  add i t i on  to  wr i t i ng  h is to r i ca l  f i c t i on ,  Mary  Ann  has  a lso  au thored  a
co l lec t ion  o f  con temporary  shor t  s to r ies  in  the  Scr ibb le r  Ta les  se r ies  and  a
sc ience  f i c t ion / fan tasy  nove l  en t i t l ed  P lane ta ry  Wars  R ise  o f  an  Empi re .  Her
la tes t  endeavor  i s  Crusader ’ s  Pa th ,  a  s to ry  o f  redempt ion  se t  aga ins t  the
backdrop  o f  the  F i rs t  Crusade .
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Mary Anne Yarde 5/26/2020 04:08:58 am

S u c h  a n  i n t e r e s t i n g  p o s t !

T h a n k  y o u  s o  m u c h  f o r  h o s t i n g  M a r y  A n n ' s  t o u r  t o d a y ! !

Facebook .
 
Webs i te :  h t tp : / /www.maryannberna l . com/
 
B log :  h t tp : / /maryannberna l .b logspo t .com/
 
Wh isper ing  Legends  Press :  h t tps : / /www.wh isper ing legendspress .com/
 
Facebook :  h t tps : / /www. facebook .com/TheBr i tonand theDane/
 
Tw i t te r :  h t tps : / / tw i t te r . com/Br i tonandDane
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